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Welcome to learn Japanese grammar absolute beginner. In this video series, you learn 
basic Japanese grammar patterns and phrases through easy to follow audio and visual 
cues. Here is what we will cover in this lesson. Ready? Let’s get started. 


CHULGECTA\. (Kore wa mizu desu ka) 


Jessi: In this lesson, you will learn how to make a question. 


Naomi: Which is very easy. 


Jessi: Yes you will be surprised. 


Naomi: You learned how to make an A is B sentence. Al4B ŒC., (A wa B desu.) 


Jessi: That’s right. For example? 


Naomi: c7U¢72K GF. (Kore wa mizu desu.) 


Jessi: C7 (kore) is this and 7K (mizu) is water. So altogether this means, this is 
water. 


Naomi: chl., (Kore wa mizu desu.) 


Jessi: So this is just a regular statement. You are just stating a fact, right? 


Naomi: Right. 


Jessi: Now what if we want to ask a question? Say, you have a glass of clear liquid in 
front of you and you want to know, is this water? For all you know it could be 7 Up or 
something else. 


Naomi: Well, to turn a statement into a question, add #\(ka) to the end. 


Jessi: Just one sound #\(ka). Let’s try it. So the sentence? 


Naomi: c7U¢2K GF. (Kore wa mizu desu.) 


Jessi: Becomes? 


Naomi: cC7U¢2K CTA. (Kore wa mizu desu ka) 


Jessi: CAULZ7K CTA. (Kore wa mizu des ka.) Is this water? So sitting in front of 
you is a plate of something that looks like cookies. If you know they are sweets, you 
can say? 


Naomi: cC7U¢AHA‘L GT. (Kore wa okashi desu.) 


Jessi: But say for the example, if you don't know what they are, and want to ask if they 
are sweets, you can say? 


Naomi: chlib DAL GTA. (Kore wa okashi desu ka.) 


Jessi: Are these sweets? Remember, all you need to do is add /\ (ka) to a statement 
to make it a question. 


Naomi: That’s it. 
Naomi: CAULHE CTA, (Kore wa mizu desu.) 


Naomi: (łu, @S C9. (Hai, so desu.) 


Naomi: (łu, @S C9. (Hai, so desu.) 


Eric: What’s the first word? 


Naomi: (4U\=Yes. (hai=Yes.) 


Eric: And? 


Naomi: 25 CY (s6 desu) 


Eric: Which literally means? 


Naomi: It is so. That’s right. 


Eric: Hey, that’s an easy word to remember. It is sO, so=this, that’s one word that’s 
probably the word you use the most. 


Naomi: (łu, @S C9. (Hai, so desu.) 


Naomi: (łu, @S C9. (Hai, so desu.) 


Naomi: UWA, SAUET. (lie, chigaimasu.) 


Naomi: UWA, SAUET. (lie, chigaimasu.) 


Eric: U\U\Z% (iie) means? 


Naomi: No. 


Eric: And 5A\U\KG (chigaimasu) means? 


Naomi: That’s wrong. 


Eric: Right. S54*‘U\K IT (chigaimasu) also means no if you were to translate it into 
English. But really, literally it means that is different. 


Naomi: Oh yeah. 


Eric: Or that is wrong, it’s different. That’s not the case. So basically it’s like saying 
no, someone is wrong about something or like a proposed option or something is 
incorrect and it’s the opposite. Let’s give an example. 


Naomi Sensei, 


Naomi: (&U\. (Hai.) 


Eric: ZMULS17VEYE TYH? (Sore wa daiyamondo desu ka?) 


Naomi: CAL? UWA, SAUET. (Kore? lie, chigaimasu.) 


Eric: Naomi Sensei, is that a diamond? 


Naomi: No it’s not. 


Eric: You see, it’s really no but it’s basically that’s different. It’s different, it’s not a 
diamond. It’s something else, something different. 


Naomi: UWA, SAUET. (lie, chigaimasu.) 
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